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The Environmental Monitoring Instrument of VOCs
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Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are pervasively present in the air and affect air quality in two
aspects. The sources of VOCs are numerous and can be categorized into biogenic or anthropogenic
with the latter being dominant and also posing greater hazards in terms of direct toxicity. Because
the abundance of individual VOC is often low with several pptv to several tens of ppbv being the
common levels, measurement of each individual VOC species with optimal precision and accuracy
demands sample treatment and separation prior to detection. Direct measurement with absorption
spectrometry although is fast and can obtain average abundance over a long distance, the accuracy,
precision, sensitivity and compound coverage are often inadequate. Recently, the environmental
monitoring of VOCs has been more relying on gas chromatographic (GC) based techniques owing
to its high sensitivity, species resolution and time resolution in the range of minutes to an hour. Both
flask sampling (off-line technique) and continuous automated GC measurement (on-line technique)
are the two basic operation modes that account for the majority of the VOC measurement
applications. In particular the on-line GC for continuous monitoring ambient VOCs is emerging as
the more effective solution than the off-line usage. In this review article the basic principles of VOC
analysis is reviewed; and also the basic designs or configurations of on-line systems developed in
our laboratory and also found in commercial instruments are illustrated and compared.
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Adsorbent Surface area Density Maximum Temp Application
Mesh size (m’/g) (g/mL) (°C)

activated carbon 1070 > 400

Carbon molecular sieves

Carbonsieve 60/80 820 0.61 > 400 C,—C;
Carboxen 563 20/45 510 0.53 > 400 C,—C;
Carboxen 564 20/45 400 0.60 > 400 C,—C;
Carboxen 569 20/45 485 0.58 > 400 C,—C;
Carbonxen 45/60 1200 044 > 400 C,—C;
Carbonxen 60/80 1200 044 > 400 C,—C;
Carbonxen 60/80 500 0.61 > 400 C,—C;
Carbonxen 40/60 1100 043 > 400 C,—GC;
Carbonxen 40/60 1000 0.46 > 400 C,—C;
Graphitized Carbon

Carbotrap 20/40 100 0.36 > 400 C,—C,
Carbotrap C 20/40 10 0.72 > 400 Cha
Carbotrap F 20/40 5 0.66 > 400 >Cy
Carbotrap X 20/40 250 041 > 400 C,—C;
Carbotrap Y 20/40 25 042 > 400 C,—Cy
Carbopack B 60/80 100 0.36 > 400 C= €
Carbopack C 60/80 10 0.72 > 400 Cn=Cx
Carbopack F 60/80 5 0.66 > 400 >Cy
Carbopack X 40/60 250 041 > 400 C,—C;
Carbopack X 60/80 250 041 > 400 C,—C;
Carbopack Y 40/60 25 042 > 400 Cn=Cx
Carbopack Y 60/80 25 042 > 400 Cn=Cx
Porous Polymers

Supelak-2 20/60 300 1.02 200 >Cp
Supelak-2B 20/60 300 1.02 200 >C,
Supelak-2B 20/60 300 1.02 200 >C,
Supelak-2B 20/60 300 1.02 200 >Chp
Tenax TA 60/80 35 0.25 350 C,—Cy
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B2 0% s ] B R A 7 =X AT R BR AR B R AR ORI
I DMEIRA EHER R EERE - PRERAVRSTE
AEBE T > G oS e L ER R B 25 A e O B
HiBEFE (breakthrough volume) JfiE ™™ » W HBEFE
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W o A b BAARLE AR T —EEREE - (5
— SRR PERIYIE (RN R IR B I JE R B 75
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OV BRI SR R R AR B NSRS REE
HIFEE 5—100 m’/g 2 > ANE AR 2 aT
B REEERIEMTEE ST » FIFHAR B S MYE 2 Y
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HIFATYE © fixsy BRI B A R AR R R
K E NG PR B S T RE A SR M
FKHE L > "M C,—C, WixE/bEEil—Lgig
W SRS - TRE R SR KSR - R AR FH IR
WAER R 7K SE B B FRFZ R AT 7 27K R
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T[RRI R A& ) 0 203 2 - Tenax 25
HEPRERREM: (A3 400 °C) EHEGFKME: > B
FHR R SR ER AR S BRI b - Bb—R%HHE GC ~
TA ~ GR © GC {E—5%&H A HERES - 41
BE -~ “H8(AS - gL benzaldehyde J HAE
b > SERR TR RIRR 2= - TATERLEREF] A S
IR B E YR AT I HVA T > #EE GC AK
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Tenax B 23% FE(LIREARE G » (R'A Tenax EiZk
AR B R AR HH RS A DA R RE R AT B (55 B
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T NILERT VOCs By M7 Az f i ) 5 FH
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iR W BB BRI FLE
3T (pore size 15 A—100 A ) » BHSCHTE 2R %
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FLRH RS ik T B R GE * ik T AL —
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HIgEST > TEE — TR AR A rE B L p 2
(LR FHER R ES" -

FE A 25 R R P R T R B s A PR~ i B )
1 BAJ8 i RSB A BE & VOCs (C,—C,,) MR
WA WHEZEHGHEEN [ ZEK (multi-
sorbent bed) | DAFIURIT > FIIFF I R MERT LR
{50 P B R b 5 =0 B S IR 28R 6% - SE AT LA
H R B A Y SR B R AR R A '8 - Bl et
HHEBREIYIE C,—C, & - HELEREER
IR AR - 3RS C, Bl C, BY VOCs HhEE#R
RRIFRFIE » Rl FHF LIS NI ETAN Carbosieve
ST » B AMREUE C,— C, Z[EH BT b 14 7y
Carboxen1000 W[ FFIEFCMIAL » 22 REILIEER
TR IR B2l Carboxen1000 » Ff# Carbosieve S
IT - 015 S iR B P R o Vi A R B T 353 Er B P )
o T Rl B ) A ) i R B g 55 O B o
% METEEEGR A o &M Rl TR
BRRF > HIIEVIRI R AW > Sacks S5 A 7 BEACE B
= BT F AR AR TR - B i
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FETE [T A o v fe S Y ) A 0l e R R el 9
% > RECSE ISR ECIENE (memory effect)™”
HIRTRE - B SR BN RIS - $1ES
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Y vOCs HRItv Ny TS > 4 C, 731
R (8 AL B2 M BT TE PR E AL - FEZE IR T
FITiEE AR R PLAS FLER ST Y 538207 (dispersive force)
55 B NIRRT TIAN - REER R
JE © JhHRF AT PRI T =R R T HIBIRE » BRI REML
STECIEE - R AT [ =R R T ] Rk
WAl 2 &l - SRSk N TP LK (ethane,
b.p.=-88.5°C)  ZJ (ethene, b.p. = —-103.62 °C) }
I (acetylene, b.p. = —84.57 °C) FYIHIE R » ZEF|
BAEA R HE— R =EME C, WERT
S0 Y B v BRI B - ARG BRIRE R REE -160
°C DAR » if M EER W b BB B OB T » A
TRHREREE 20 °C—-30 °C B/ E i =
T C, E - R T E VIR - R A
[ERMEMS AN ~ IS (vortex tube) HHEE T -
FERR BN AFEH A R EHAa R - ERMEH S
P EE B SOROR - I A2 e (o FH i e e B PR
TR © SCREIRE IR A 2B S -
IR AR R AN HAR 5 - IRl B =R IR A FE O
BTk Bt 05 =i B R AR e sz O s - HE
FOE N R oL AR VR R (Peltier effect »
Peltier, Jean Charles 1785—1845)™ » FI|ff P-type Eil
N-type P EESHH G BAERME - ERBIRYFEHE 5
Fr BEin—E B B & AR
RSB - fERRB B - S5 —BRE
A IR ARG o A0 (AR A P A R D EE AR
50—70 °C HYiZE o I b R B ] i ey T e Vit 22
—30 °C DUNBYMRIR » R FAAS S5 0 M Bk B )
T AL ~ ZIFEREIRT - anEL TR C,—Cy,
FA Py ek 1 2 W e g R B - o A (P I Yt O
il o AR N T ERRL A BETE C, (propane Al
propene) FRIEH & ST TR -

2. Dt —ERENRIE

5 1950 FAFHARFTA BT E LR S
DUEFEREE (packed column) ETTIEHT - T
EFEAEHE A 0.1—0.6 mm HIRLIRE IR BIREL -
B AE T ZEAT N L E RS S R - B
ARAE o ORI IR A B S I B I BB Rl 5 R

HI AT - FRFEAE 1950 FAURIHBE I B REHIE
ANER > HEERFEERCIGEE AR 30 BLIL
AUBEERANEL > (HEE A B/ ~ EHEESS - B
m A B H B 2 (Hhe e S B LAY R IR
HE] 1970 FARIPA Teflk 755 LM » [FIRFER R
EillE s E R > mBFE ORISR - i
B ESE G ST B E E T -

5 AT FH R E B A — MR AR A
(1) WCOT (wall-coated open tubular) * (2) SCOT
(support-coated open tubular) > (3) PLOT (porous
layer open tubular) © WCOT EHEBEMEEHF A
B — g HIEAFAE - T SCOT BRI RMEE
R A B A T B S B W 1T DAV T R B - A
WCOT EfEH- g ~ §5 - HsCBEB R - R
U E - LR PSR R /K 1A T Bl S S R R
sERERALH [8hZ]] BEHEAE - EEAZEFHYE
B2 BRI HE » 1979 FEZ R FTAAT WCOT &
FERITE - #efE Ry FSOT AL (fused-silica open
tubular column) > HEEL S S EHMESEE
VISR IR LIRS LS VIR BEE > 38 Bl E B 1T
WA E A RV ERE » MERSIVE - AR
RERAERTARERE - B HYH RS
BARRALE A BRI SEN: - R E R R 2
P Ry B2 I BT A -

SEFETERENT - bR T st TP -
HEFEARVE RSN - BANEE B TR R RE R
[~ NIRELR A - Frfial A IEERR R 2 A AH AR
FA] LA TFHELAE (phase ratio, B) | fi#fE »

A r RERERER 5 d RIRR

IR FER B T EEERE R - %
RFEFRINE ~ REREENS @ EREZE - 8] B
AR « XRFy K = Bk P K Fesr B FR%E (partition
coefficient) 5 k Sy #EL [REL (capacity factor) > & {5 FJ
RE - AR~ &H B IR EAHE TRVE R - B K
{EAH[E] > 5 EEEE N AAHE L& R > H k (E
waA > KL R SR HHER Y - AR Y
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&~ RENMSZER  FlalFEER 0.53 mm A{E
FEEA R 1.0 um B2 5.0 um > RIS BER S EHTIE (o
= 1,05 RFIFFFLIAIENTIE) > FIEE 5.0 um
FEHE T R A S AR B IR R > kA

2 2
n=16R2(—a ) (—k“j
o—1 k

5 1.0 um BVEREEE 27,120 {EEEERHEL - 20 5.0 um
HYERETE 19,256 (@3RI - BRI INEESEE B
T k EF - R TR A R EERE 5 B (E Y
B o (HIt—SUETER kB TS - 152 0 #
SR (kB > SRR R AR AT R
RIRES MR AR - MHIEY - R BB ERIYE - 1
IR RS R R, (EEE k (B T ATRRaIR
i) BAGET] > RN XA HIENEES S
FEEIRR - RENEFEZE FEREIERES (RE
Van Deemter eq.) » {5 15— %0 & 5 LA 2 BT H (&
Bh o KM S8 - S VOC 17/ 7 Bh s [ 85
K B IR R A E R Rt A A R S = v B B v
(Kb E -

ERAEIEEFIAR B EENET
0.1 mm ~ 025 mm ~ 032 mm 5% 0.53 mm > & 7EH
M ST A R RO R A A
RIfgT e - (HEHR LR R E AR - TR
BELE IR T S ELRAR - BRI R E D
LR EZRRE —  EEAESITYEER
TR R R R IEELRIREGR - fEAHHSE
R 50—60 m RYEFE - T EEERER R E
#7Fs 30 m o (EEEEMREE - R EREER
T REfF g —TEEN A ER BB LK -

3. (FAIRIE

IR AR R TR B o e BR AR R b A
{Ehgde(EHl - SAERE T R HE R ER R ER A T
WUkt © BAEERERE - RS Einds BT H
BEFEE] 107107 g/s - MEEM RIFIRRTE
M~ VR #EELAHREZEE] 400 °C LAE - {EHIERH
WZAZARA ~ BB B - HAEHIEE R
RGN - AR A SR {ERm A ML ERT
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e —— mse
P e
BNRESE
s
S5 - TRE
BUIEE i
JHAEREPOED
|
EFHEOR —

B 5. FID &4 B > A1 8 &R 2 R RRBEAE 2 A7
By EAHRETRET  Bd4aiAK
M L B THERA T AR Y
A SAERRE (ZR - SAMINBYRARE) MR
THHETARAAEIEH B (proportional

valve and pressure sensor) Ff % #1

BHIGRME - (BRI E —E{Emas 25 PR RHE
fy -

KIEEE b {Ekees (flame ionization detector,
FID) R MHE AT R i F B2 B RO Rk gs 2 —
Pl Bl E BRI o R BB TR Y
AR~ ZRBEGREK  KETERILEYEE —
TERSAHIRE N B - AR T B T AOhRERE
KIGETE - TERIETE RN I I e R EE R - B2
WO E A K b > B4R (107 &5 BB AR
PHPTBCAZR LABE ] - 4108 5 Ffis -

HHALEYILE FID HATZE AR EET 8 H 20E
Vi AE B K iR I i A AL B B E B IE L - BT LA
FID Fr{eIEIHIEHSRELE A FID P 4 it
KNG RIELLRAGR ™ > BRI FID 2 B RR A
VIR [ B R A - TS E— R T - Zk$k
R ARG E R EE - DUN R BAL RS E
(percarbon response, PR) 2 S+ E /A" »

A

PR =
C,xC,




PR : (L&) ER T
A VIR i 2 FESTEE
C, Yt i ZAEEHERE
C, VIt i ZFAT &

F#A FID SRR (10 ppb) ~ {EH] & B
GRIEHE 10°) - BRI - THES - BSHEHE
ME—RYBREGE FID W A]HUE 85307 I S s i
FIEMEHT > — A E 1 A R AR MR L RE R
PRI L R B ) E PR TR TR AR SE MS > {EfHS
2R PRI EZ VOCs Fsr » /£ PLOT ¢ DB-1 &
HETRIYIEETAS LA MS E % - BIFTLL FID S#E1T
BT AR 34T TAE

F ~ VOCs ESRIRERTIRT

S H) VOCs Be I T RBU Rl E » 55—k
TR BRI AAANER AR TE ~ WP 72X o BRERHE(E
BRI EEE: o B TO-14 ~ TO-15 BEAFRBIERHFE A
&0 NIEA A715.11B (ZZR ALYk
— TR E RAHE T E RG0S R T
TO-14 5 HERRERRES > RIS BRI HETE R
1BHE 1 0 Blé GC/FID/ECD %A VOCs FRFE:
1y 39 FEYIE AT - TO-15 [FRE G FIEREERERR
B AR EERRfE G Bid GO/MS
15y vOCs Tk EIERER 97 PIEfa T 0 A
FExEEY - MikbEYE - mEEREETH
FER) NIEA A715.11B HI2 0 F BRI mERRAR - FIIH
YRR I S ERRME T2 BLA GC/MS $A
VOCs H 61 HEY'E - BiEkE /ey it G
YIEAT T o WA T RATDAEBIRRE A5
TO-17 JIE(EREREAIR M ST BT EEF A
ERARE A A A L 0 o 1 A A o L 5 B R e Y B
£ BRI EEERENZBELE > F&EFER
GC/MS #1243 kG L &Y E B L &Y iR
M7 TP ER AR REER AR B AR 3T A kgl 5 0
Al DAER— R T 2 BB BRI EEs T
fi VOCs JRE 22537 -

RN BN AT A S5
NIEA A505.10B (Z=5 A HE LRSS Y H &)

BRI 71k — RARRE ) R ERERR AL ER AR A 5
%o A ERAERENEE > TERSHE—NE
Bt VOCs BRRIEHE ST Y SEEIH A M
FHiE) > BB R PR S L & YIHETT HIEE
HEBEEEDH > AR 2R AR E
FT#E R NIEA AS505.10B FiE(E R i SR B
FEEYHE © SeBHiA VOCs AW TEEEF B el L 22
B A RAE AT o (H S YRR R n] {E ]
HUEiE - FARSHEE R TEEE
HERY VOCs 3 A S Y B & S R R E R IR [E]
AT BRI FIFEERETT R C,— G,
#J VOCs i PLOT &t ~ C,—C,, #J VOCs HIlfs
F DB-1 EHE > &G BEEZET VOCs B A[Hh#
EITEHE] > a0 6 R  HAME S RARER
BEHITAE - plansdrp K2 S ER R 22 RER B Y
W9 > R 16 EEERLE - IERlEESRITE
EEERE VOC 4317 AdtEf& B il vh B i /Y voC »
R R ATiG SRanE 7 HifE 8 -

EEEN AT AMEERSER L iR L2
e B P EL AT IR B 45 5 B i BB R R R K B 5
Wi BETOME > MR EEREE

pump carrier gas

PLOT column

QO

purge gas DB-1 column

pump carrier gas

6.4+ C,—C,, 89 VOCs 1 #E 5-¥7 Pf B 3 2 &
Mg EERVOC BB WALKEER » &
4 PLOT #4:41 DB-1 FARME &3t 489
$ERAME &8 5H C—Cs 2 C,—C,,
#) VOCs > # f& trap tube 1 YA & W 45305 db K
M %2 30 °C > BT ¥ C, 4h#E -
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pA (a) Ca~C12

—_

g ™
70
60-
50]
o |
il I
20 | ‘
end 0 a0 RGRLL L gL MY A el B
10 20 30 40 min
PA+ (b) C_a;’ffm
80
70
604 |
|
50+ |
401 | I ‘ ‘ ‘ |
n ‘ ‘) | ‘
20| L ] .
1 P MV R PR IR AR e .
10 20 30 ' 40 min

7RI 0 A VOC 8 B 947 & S P
BEWAZRE LB 0 (a) & PLOT W H# &
R > (b) & DB-1 09 B #7 45 R -

(Power 535, Power Process Controls, Skokie, IL, USA)
ST T IR A U e T B v Y R o 7
FEFER] IR R/ MR £ 1 °C - (EiRmEER
HA BR R DURETERY#E] - HEEEMAET 8 VOC RE
RIS E IR M IR E AR T S8 C,— C B C—
C,, RIFHA R VOC YR HTHE R - IR
—RIEE - TEEFE G R EE R EORER 7 SR L
ARG VR RE A T R ANEER] - 154
NGEAE IS 2% - ARMAEEREER L - 1t
SCE R HBTAANRRT ~ IR E R %
AE R TEAER BLHE IR A 5 > W H A
FREREEEZ - fERBE R G A T & A i ) Y
JERE - I Al e R ECR R T RS 2R
TERIENTHESR: - T A€ FID (& E 2FEEHZ R
fi5 > 20 FID PABEFATRR Y &R, ~ 22 R B wi B R i
AR - BUENMAERIT S - BEARTH T ERIRER -
BHEFFZ A SIS - MR
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(a) Cs“’Cm
pAi e ST, S —
551
50 .
45-
40 :
35 |
30-
25
: |
15 L ] - (| -
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 m
pA (b) Ca"‘C12
70 - —
605 ‘
50:
40+
|
30 |
[
20 rl.\ | |
| PN P P I — -—
s 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 min

8. EMERME ~ HEAE VOC A 8o & & PT
R TR R E 0 (a) & C,—C,,
@ PLOT #4204 % (b) & C,—C,, &
DB-1 EAEu) B HT &R -

BGBEH AR T RESE 20 b 38 BB IR
AIFFUCERTE Y » $HEHEEERLT) » —E& L Heart-cut
PR - FEFRCsRARRE AT @I bk skl 1 R
b > HICRE A (R ik 7 bt BiEs -
Heart-cut i =] Fuig R —T0 [T Fi7) - 6€
R — PR B S ) T YT > B TR
AR ILE E T e 2 B R E TR 2 - %
TR B LIRS > (BT E
NRLASEZE 78 VOCs Fr B YT » L ZHZ
PLOT £2 DB-1 f9fE AT E R EHSEST 0
BUASiE Heart-cut HUEAT 1% - #5252
EHHADIER - B EERAREE S B
THIVE > ASE S EE B E N S A



Sample in

9.Heart-cut H 7oA E > = X F AR R
Ini & (heart-cutting valve) FTAEmR © & 47
NG — FEARBT A R AR B
AT I IE S BT AR AR — B AR AT A o

ERIETERE EHER - a0 9 BE 10 Fix o B
FA TR (5 P A S A [E P B R SE Rk B SEE AR A
o AT o RIS s —#EREHT (2D-GC) » ks T B
TR AR T 3% FR B 5 12 —AfE AT (comprehensive
GC x GC) Hifr ™™ » FMfE Itk Heart-cut Ffl sk

R HEEHT (basic 2D GC)“™ -

EERERER L - BREFR 2001 FLES
VT AR T 8 ALY o 1R [E T ARER s
EEEKEA 0 [ Heart-cut ZEF #57 GC-FID ¥4
ZETH A voC FRET HEREMEETH - 1t
Sh o SHEFSMEYBEAE - FE - 8 R REEYEE
EEL =y VOC » HIISURA 2003 fEFE(E S IR ZERR
T 10 [ EEREAERGS > GRS SEY) B Fd A
FRJEFg

[l Heart-cut HE)53HT-24€ > (HHE— FID B[l
AIFERE R ] C,—C,, B VOCs 5 2@ Hriifi
R RZENE - anfE 11 B o E— FID BYBEH
TEREA € FID 28709 A BLEE SN R BRI
FEE > I — KA LA E AN E
ﬁH Y A S g A [ o i 5 1L B — T [

- FIF GC & ~ Hin R REAY B L EE R R U]
PR HEE IR - RHETATE—/NRRZ IR AL AR
FEed  MeEERETHIRENZFZK &
R EUR T & 2P E MR ET

— + =
VAN :’ﬁnaﬂﬂ

VOCs 5317 ””Tﬁ}&if@%ﬁxﬂjfﬁﬂéﬁéﬁﬁﬁ
LB AR e - LUk 92255 Sl _EAYRR
R o FIFHERECHE SRR FRS o R itk I 7

rnn

MR‘

(b) C.—Cs

(a) fCZ C\f Ce Cio

MR
_|U[,lJIL]U|U

heart cutting line

(€) Cs—Cio

> B 10.
(a) AW REBE— %
EALRITZ B BATER
T 0 A2 B fly b o df e sk
F o (b) ¥ (c) & C,—C, 52
Co—C, a¥thBedidg
— B 4 A B MR PRI 3 0 R

s RAAFAIES -
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-_E{] sample from
the tracer

0@

|

£
T

solen

solenoid valve 2|_OJ

regulator 1

Se

E:I- carrier gas

oid valve 1
(off)

regulator 2

11. Heart-cut B ¥y o #r ZA 4t M B — FID R ER > 2R 5 ERRMEAN R4 R E ° heart-cut K F ~
PLOT ¥ DB-1 # %4 ~ A#ILA AR E EME — FID -

ATLMER— R EETT 2 B URI PR > A BIRGEEE T
fif2 VOCs [RERIZERI AT - BB H B AR
Heart-cut 5 BT AHAEERSER L - HREERT
ERIR WS TS FE IR 25 PR B 2 T i A B 7 2
Wflia & 2 DRI - EFEAE B VOC FRFEEMR
AR5 B BRI A E IR EE RIS 2] C,— G B2 C—C,
WA EAfHY VOC V)RR HTHRE R - 15 A GH
i s B IS  (H3F 2 - 1 Heart-cut H B 2755
> H H B — FID BRI A (ERT C,—C,, #Y
VOCs FZEHTHT LH—KRZER > SAHfiE—/INEF
LRI ERR E T e 2 W HEER ST
RIRFEL L 755K s H BRI 7 i P AT
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